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for our leadership to change the deci-
sion that was made to let the clock run 
out on this Congress and deal with this 
issue tomorrow. We don’t have the lux-
ury of waiting until tomorrow. These 
people are suffering today. 

I talked to my colleagues of the dis-
tricts that were impacted by this dev-
astating storm, and I have heard the 
horror stories, and I’ve heard the sto-
ries of suffering of the many millions 
of people who were impacted in New 
Jersey and New York outside of my 
district. I think it is right and it is just 
and it is proper for us to hear the sto-
ries of those individuals and to make 
sure that we stand with them and take 
this bill up now rather than kick it to 
the next Congress. God knows when we 
will actually get to it in that congres-
sional session. 

So I join my colleagues on both sides 
of the aisle. Let us do what is right, 
Mr. Speaker. Bring this bill to the 
floor, and get on with the business of 
attending to our fellow citizens as 
Americans. 
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HURRICANE SANDY RELIEF 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. PASCRELL) for 21⁄2 min-
utes. 

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to wish you the best. I’m glad there’s 
one more Democrat, but I’m not glad 
that you’re leaving. You’re a gen-
tleman. 

Look, I don’t think that this is time 
for a pedantic debate. As we say in Jer-
sey, it is time calmly, cooly to take 
the gloves off. This is the time. There 
is precedent here. I would suggest to 
the Governors that they should bring 
us to court. It’s fitting. 

Not only did we pass the money for 
Katrina in a very short period of 
time—part of it was by a voice vote. 
Can you imagine? Part of it was by a 
voice vote within a few days after that 
disaster. Mr. CANTOR voted for Katrina 
aid; Mr. BOEHNER did; Mr. RYAN did; 
Mr. MCCARTHY did, as did nearly every 
Member of the Congress from the New 
Jersey and New York regions. In fact, 
New Jersey and the other States that 
were hit by Sandy are some of the big-
gest donor States, that is, we send a lot 
of taxes to the Federal Government. 
Now we need our colleagues to step up 
to the plate. 

As everyone knows, Sandy caused 
significant damage. In Bergen County, 
north Jersey—my district—first re-
sponders had to evacuate entire towns 
when the Hackensack River rose over a 
berm. The Moonachie Police Depart-
ment will soon be housing trailers and 
be reimbursed. So let them come to 
north Jersey. Let them come to Con-
necticut at the shore of Jersey. Let 
them come to Long Island and Staten 
Island and Pennsylvania and Maryland. 
Let them come. Let them see. The 
mayor of Little Ferry is just one of the 
many people in that community whose 
house was decimated by the high 
water. 

Look, we are, unfortunately, dealing 
with a schizophrenic leadership on the 
other side. Let’s call it for what it is. 
Let’s not mince words. State and local 
finances, which are already stretched 
too thin, allow for the limited or no 
ability of an area to rebuild alone. Be-
cause of the storm, the result will be 
one of depressed tax collections. We’ve 
been working with the Members of the 
House Ways and Means Committee to 
draft legislation modeled on tax relief. 

Mr. Speaker, as I said, good luck to 
you. God bless your family. 

God bless all of you for coming here 
this morning. We thought we’d have a 
shortened week, but our work is still 
ahead of us. This is the time to stop de-
bating and take the gloves off—Jersey 
style. 
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IN HONOR OF STATE POLICE 
TROOPER PHILIP BATTEL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. GRIFFITH) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GRIFFITH of Virginia. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today on a different 
subject, one that I think we can all be 
pleased about. I rise in honor of Vir-
ginia State Police Trooper Philip 
Battel, a devoted public servant. 

In the early hours of Friday, Decem-
ber 28, 2012, Trooper Battel saved three 
lives from a burning home. Trooper 
Battel was actually assisting the 
Saltville Police and Smyth County 
deputies in the search for a stolen car, 
which had been involved in an earlier 
police chase, when he noticed an or-
ange hue off in the distance. He decided 
to investigate. 

When Trooper Battel reached the 
area in question, much to his surprise 
he saw a home completely engulfed in 
flames. He banged on the door, but 
there was no answer. He made the self-
less decision to enter the burning home 
and investigate. He began yelling and 
making noise. His activity in the house 
awoke the three residents, who had no 
idea that their home was burning down 
around them. His actions led to their 
ultimate escape from the home and 
from the fire. They’re all in good 
health. Their lives were saved, and the 
lives of two of their pets were saved. 

Trooper Battel’s heroic actions and 
service to the community are to be 
commended. I am honored to pay trib-
ute to him. Please join me in thanking 
Trooper Battel for all that he has done 
for the people of southwest Virginia. 

Mr. Speaker, if I may, it has been my 
experience in working with the State 
police over many decades that they al-
ways respond in fine fashion and that 
they rise to the occasion. Trooper 
Battel is just another example in a 
long history of the good work and her-
oism of the Virginia State police. 
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HURRICANE SANDY RELIEF 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 

Connecticut (Ms. DELAURO) for 21⁄2 min-
utes. 

Ms. DELAURO. Writing at the time 
of Katrina, Harvard Professor Michael 
Ignatieff called the Constitution ‘‘a 
contract of citizenship’’ that promises, 
first and foremost, protection. That 
government will help ‘‘citizens to pro-
tect their families and possessions 
from forces beyond their control.’’ 

He writes: 
In America, a citizen has a claim of right 

on the resources of his or her government 
when they simply cannot help themselves. 

When disasters strike, they test 
whether the contract is respected in a 
citizen’s hour of need. When the levees 
broke, the contract of American citi-
zenship failed. Mr. Speaker, the levees 
broke. They broke in Connecticut, in 
New York, and New Jersey. Govern-
ment is about helping families recover 
and rebuild from major disasters like 
Superstorm Sandy. 

In a shocking display of neglect, this 
House majority decided not to allow a 
vote on disaster aid funds so des-
perately needed to recover and repair 
from this storm. Hurricane Sandy was 
one of the most severe storms to hit 
Connecticut in our State’s history. All 
across our region, families’ houses were 
destroyed and lives were upended. 

And whether it has been a fire in the 
West, a tornado in the Midwest, a hur-
ricane in the gulf coast, or a storm in 
the Northeast, this body acted. We 
didn’t say no. It was a resounding 
‘‘yes’’ to help because it is the central 
responsibility of this institution to act 
on behalf of the American people. 

And yet here we are 2 months since 
Sandy destroyed thousands of homes 
and businesses, took 100 lives across 
this Nation. This House majority said 
‘‘no’’ on a vote for disaster assistance 
to help millions of people get back on 
their feet again. The Republican lead-
ership has broken that contract of citi-
zenship. They have said ‘‘no’’ to my 
constituents in Stratford, in Milford, 
in New Haven, East Haven, West 
Haven, Branford, North Branford and 
Guilford. They said ‘‘no’’ to the rest of 
the towns in Connecticut and in New 
York and New Jersey. They broke the 
contract of citizenship. They said: You 
are on your own. 

My friends, our people cannot be on 
their own. We have a central responsi-
bility to act on behalf of the American 
people when they are overwhelmed in 
circumstances that they had no control 
over. Let us act. Let us act today to re-
store that faith and confidence in the 
American government. 

f 

HURRICANE SANDY RELIEF 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. HOLT) for 21⁄2 minutes. 

Mr. HOLT. Well, you’ve heard it. Our 
constituents’ lives were devastated by 
the Sandy disaster. It has now been 
about 9 weeks since Hurricane Sandy 
brought the winds and the tidal surges. 
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